
Sunday Scripture 7/25/21 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10; 23:1-7; 38:1-11; 42:1-6 (NRSV) 

 

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came among them to present himself before the Lord.  The Lord said to Satan, “Where have 
you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.”  The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns 
away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to 
destroy him for no reason.”  Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people 
have they will give to save their lives.  But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”  The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your 
power; only spare his life.” 

 So, Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  Job took a potsherd with which to scrape 
himself and sat among the ashes. 

 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.”  But he 
said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the 
hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

Then Job answered: 

 “Today also my complaint is bitter; 

    his hand is heavy despite my groaning. 

 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, 

    that I might come even to his dwelling! 

 I would lay my case before him, 

    and fill my mouth with arguments. 

 I would learn what he would answer me, 

    and understand what he would say to me. 



 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 

    No; but he would give heed to me. 

 There an upright person could reason with him, 

    and I should be acquitted forever by my judge. 

 

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 Gird up your loins like a man, 

    I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

    Tell me, if you have understanding. 

 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 

 On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone 

 when the morning stars sang together 

    and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb?— 

 when I made the clouds its garment, 

    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

 and prescribed bounds for it, 

    and set bars and doors, 

 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

    and here shall your proud waves be stopped’? 

 



Then Job answered the Lord: 

 “I know that you can do all things, 

    and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 

 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ 

Therefore, I have uttered what I did not understand, 

    things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 

 ‘Hear, and I will speak; 

    I will question you, and you declare to me.’ 

 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, 

    but now my eye sees you; 

 therefore, I despise myself, 

    and repent in dust and ashes.” 


